Fatal peritonitis.
We analysed 117 cases of peritonitis in children. They were divided into two groups: -- Newborn and very young infants with peritonitis. -- Older children with peritonitis. The different causes in every group were studied, and it was attempted to find the particular criteria for each cause. The mortality in newborn and young infants is high, but resuscitation methods and appropriate surgical therapy are giving encouraging results. In older children the mortality from peritonitis is low and more or less resembles that in adults.